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is the scriptural basis for this view? “One is calling to me from 
Seir” (Is. 21:11). 


It has been taught by R. Simeon b. Yohai, “To every place to which the 
Israelites went into exile, the presence of God went with them into 
exile. 


“They were sent into exile to Egypt, and the presence of God went into 
exile with them. What is the scriptural basis for this claim? ‘[And there 
came a man of God to Eli, and said to him, Thus the Lord has said], I 
revealed myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt 
subject to the house of Pharaoh’ (I Sam. 2:27). 


“They were sent into exile to Babylonia, and the presence of God went 
into exile with them. What is the scriptural basis for this claim? ‘[Thus 
says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel]: For your sake I 
will send to Babylon [and break down all the bars, and the shouting of 
the Chaldeans will be turned to lamentations]’ (Is. 43:14). 


“They were sent into exile into Media, and the presence of God went 
into exile with them. What is the scriptural basis for this claim? ‘And I 
will set my throne in Elam [and destroy their king and princes, says the 
Lord]’ (Jer. 49:38). And Elam means only Media, as it is said, ‘[And I 
saw in the vision; and when I saw], I was in Susa the capital, which is 
in the province of Elam; [and I saw in the vision, and I was at the river 
Ulai]’ (Dan. 8:2). 


“They went into exile to Greece, and the presence of God went into 
exile with them. What is the scriptural basis for this claim? ‘[For I 
have bent Judah as my bow; I have made Ephraim its arrow]. I will 
brandish your sons, O Zion, over your sons, O Greece, [and wield you 
like a warrior’s sword]’ (Zech. 9:13). 


“They went into exile to Rome, and the presence of God went into 
exile with them. What is the scriptural basis for this claim? ‘[The 
oracle concerning Dumah]. One is calling to me from Seir, 
“Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?” Is. 
21:11)?” 


[G] The Israelites said to Isaiah, “O our Rabbi, Isaiah, What will come 
for us out of this night?” 


[H] He said to them, “Wait for me, until I can present the question.” 


[I] Once he had asked the question, he came back to them. 


